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AVMA news 
 
The American Veterinary Medical Association actively works with the US Congress 
to promote laws they believe will benefit their constituents, animals, and animal 
owners and to oppose bills they consider detrimental to those purposes.  The organi-
zation is currently supporting the following bills. 

 

Xylitol labeling legislation promotes pet safety 

Prompted by an increase in xylitol calls to the ASPCA Poison Control Center, AVMA 
backs a federal bill to require a warning label on products containing xylitol, the sug-
ar substitute that is highly poisonous to dogs and other pets and can cause muscle 
tremors, seizures, and even death. (See the August Clublicity issue titled “Read the 
label: if xylitol is listed, the product can kill a dog.”) 

Introduced by representatives David Schweikert (R-Arizona) and Greg Stanton (D-
Arizona) and cosponsored by Representatives Michael Waltz (R-Florida) and Raúl 
Grijalva (D-Arizona) the bill would help dog owners determine whether xylitol is an 
ingredient in the product. 

 

Bill to alleviate vet shortages back in the Senate 

Veterinarians who agree to provide three years of service in an area facing a short-
age of veterinarians can receive up to $25 thousand per year to help repay their stu-
dent loans if the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment Program Enhancement Act 
passes Congress. Veterinarians accepted into the program must work in one of more 
than 200 shortage areas listed by USDA. More than two dozen of Ohio’s 88 counties 
are on the list for this year for a lack of coverage for food animal care.  

Senators Debbie Stabenow (D-Michigan) and Mike Crapo (R-Idaho) reintroduced the 
bill in the Senate and representatives Ron Kind (D-Wisconsin) and Adrian Smith (R-
Nebraska) did so the House of Representatives earlier this year. More than 100 agri-
culture-related organizations support the measure. 

AVMA reported that the average educational debt for veterinary graduates who bor-
rowed was more than $188 thousand in 2020 and that new graduates often cannot 
practice in underserved rural communities because salaries there are frequently low-
er than those in urban or suburban areas. If the bill becomes law, the repayment 
program will be able to accept one additional veterinarian for every three veterinari-
ans currently accepted.  
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New law provides for service dogs for veterans with PTSD 

The Veteran’s Administration will establish a five-year pilot program to provide ser-
vice dogs to veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder thanks to a new law signed 
by President Joe Biden in August. 

The law is a result of a growing body of evidence that the dogs can help service mem-
bers suffering from PTSD and advocacy for including PTSD dogs in the VA program 
that pays for service dogs for veterans with physical disabilities.  

For more information, go to the JAVMA article at https://tinyurl.com/4fmf7kwc . 
AKC also supported the law and has an article at https://tinyurl.com/5has9zdf. 

 

 

 

Curl Up With  
A Good Book 

 
The Story of Edgar Sawtelle 

by David Wroblewski 

The Story of Edgar Sawtelle is the first novel by Amer-
ican author David Wroblewski. It became a New York 
Times Best Seller on June 29, 2008, and Oprah Winfrey 
chose it for her book club on September 19, 2008.  

Winfrey also included the book as one of the few tangible 
gifts in her recession-themed thrifty “Oprah's Favorite 
Things” that year. (Wikipedia) 
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Browsing the Web 
 
What does dominance mean to your dog? 

This Washington Post article defines canine dominance from an animal behaviorist’s 
point of view to distinguish it from the popular perception that dominance lies at the 
root of harmonious dog-and-owner relationships.  

Written by Clive D. L. Wynne PhD, a professor of psychology at Arizona State Uni-
versity and author of books and papers about animal behavior, the article defines 
dominance as “…the quality that helps an animal receive, within its group, preferen-
tial access to resources — which could be food, shelter, mates … or anything else the 
animal needs.  Dominance may be established by force, but it is typically sustained 
by painless signals that convey an individual’s superior or inferior status: a flash of 
the rump, a lick to the mouth, a roll onto the back.” 

Wynne goes on to explain that this view of dominance does not require aversive 
training methods aimed at putting the dog in his place in the family hierarchy. For 
the complete article, go to https://tinyurl.com/2hwdn42z.  

Wynne’s latest book is Dog is Love: Why and How Your Dog Loves You. A list of his 
scholarly papers about dog behavior is in the publications section of Wynne’s web-
site. 

 

4 Paws for Ability needs foster homes, supplies for service dogs 

4 Paws for Ability, a service dog training organization in Xenia, is looking for foster 
homes to socialize and begin basic training for young dogs and for donations of clean-
ing supplies, Nylabones, and jolly balls for dogs in training.  

4 Paws for Ability began in 1998 to fill a gap in service dog organizations by training 
dogs to aid children with autism and grew to offer several opportunities for children 
to benefit from service dogs, including seizure assistance, diabetic alert, hearing as-
sistance, and more. They also have a small program for veterans’ and a program for 
adults with Alzheimer’s disease. 

For more information, check out the Dayton Daily News article at https://
tinyurl.com/eb9e23rd or go to https://4pawsforability.org. 

 

Mexican wolf pack returns to Pennsylvania zoo 

Lehigh Valley Zoo restored its Mexican wolf pack to four by adding three males to 
the habitat with the lone female in its collection. The pack is part of the effort to pre-
serve the species and return the wolf to its natural habitat in the southwestern US 
and Mexico. The zoo lost its previous males this year, one to old age, another to can-
cer. 
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The zoo in eastern Pennsylvania is part of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
Species Survival Program for the subspecies. The three male wolves added to the zoo 
exhibit are Mollete and his sons Stratus and Garza. They were chosen because of 
their genetic and personality compatibility with the female Magdalena. 

A subspecies of the gray wolf, the Mexican wolf weighs in at 50-80 pounds, making it 
the smallest of the gray wolf subspecies. The US Fish & Wildlife is part of the surviv-
al plan for the wolf and has information about the program and the subspecies at  
https://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/mexicanwolf/aboutwolf.html. (PHOTO from 
USF&WS)  

 

Intelligent disobedience for service dogs and pets 
A Whole Dog Journal article by Pat Miller, CBCC-KA, CPDT-KA 

Service dogs learn to refuse a command when it would be dangerous to obey. For ex-
ample, a seeing eye dog learns to ignore cues to cross a street if traffic is moving or to 
continue along a path if there’s an obstacle or ditch ahead. The training regimen in-
cludes rewarding the dog for learning and exercising good judgement. 

Miller writes: “As recognition of canine cognition expands, there is growing ac-
ceptance of the non-service dog’s option to sometimes say, ‘No.’ If we understand why 
our dog may choose to decline to respond to our behavior requests, we can either re-
spect her choice and not ask her to do that behavior, or, as the supposedly more in-
telligent species, we can figure out how to get her to willingly and happily do what 
we want or need her to do, without the use of fear or coercion.” 

To read the whole article, go to https://tinyurl.com/9x6ycykk. 

 

Dog skin lumps and bumps: When you should worry 
An article by Jean Bauhaus, sponsored by AKC Pet Insurance  

Dogs can get lumps and bumps on and under their skin, many of them harmless but 
more common than an owner might realize. This article covers each type and out-
lines steps veterinarians might take if necessary to diagnose and treat each one. 
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Here’s a quick summary; article is at https://tinyurl.com/vzm98acs. 

· Lipomas are benign fatty tumors that appear as soft, round lumps of flesh 
beneath the skin. Older dogs and dogs that are overweight are most suscepti-
ble. Veterinarians may aspirate the mass to examine cells under a micro-
scope to confirm that they’re fatty tissue. 

· Sebaceous cysts are smaller bumps that can look like a pimple or a wart that 
may disappear on their own. They form from blocked oil glands and may 
burst and release a pasty white goo. They can become infected and may re-
quire removal. 

· Warts are small, cauliflower-like bumps caused by the papillomavirus. They 
occur most often in puppies who don’t yet have fully developed immune sys-
tems and usually disappear on their own.  

· Skin tags are fibrous bumps that are often harmless, although your vet 
might want to do a biopsy to make sure, especially if the tag changes in 
shape, color, or size. 

· Abscesses are swollen tissue that can form around bug bites, animal bites, 
infected glands, and other sores. Antibiotics may be required to treat the in-
fection. 

· Button tumors affect puppies and young dogs between eight weeks and three 
years of age. They are benign tumors caused by an overproduction of im-
mune cells and typically disappear on their own. 

· Mast cell tumors are cancerous tumors that may occur either beneath or on 
top of the skin. They’re often solid to the touch and irregular in shape. The 
appearance of such a tumor should receive immediate attention from a veter-
inarian.  

Dog Emergency First Aid 
 

AKC has a free downloadable book  
on dog emergency first aid: 

 

http://tinyurl.com/z3qtb7l 
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Pumpkin treats for dogs 
From the AKC Staff  

Use canned pureed pumpkin, not canned pumpkin pie mix, which has added sugars 
and spices.   

 

Frozen pumpkin treats 
 
Ingredients 

· 1 cup plain yogurt  
· 1 cup pumpkin puree 

 
Directions 

1. Mix pumpkin and yogurt together in a bowl 
2. Divide the mixture evenly into an ice tray or molds 
3. Freeze for 24 hours 
4. Leave the treats in the mold or pop them out of the mold and place in a freezer 

bag for storage.  
 
 
Peanut butter and pumpkin treats 
 
Ingredients 

· 2 cups flour 
· 1 cup canned pumpkin 
· 1/2 cup peanut butter (make sure it is Xylitol-free) 
 

Directions 
1. Preheat oven to 375°F 
2. In a large bowl, mix together the pumpkin and peanut butter 
3. Stir in the flour and combine the mixture into a dough 
4. Roll out the dough onto a floured surface 
5. Cut the dough into shapes with a cookie cutter 
6. Place the treats a half inch apart on an ungreased cookie sheet 
7. Bake for 12 minutes 
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Kai Ken club petitions  
for miscellaneous group 

 
The Kai Ken Society of America petitioned the AKC to 
move the breed from the Foundation Stock Service to 
the Miscellaneous Group. The AKC board has taken 
the request under advisement and placed it on the Oc-
tober agenda for discussion. 

The Kai Ken is one of six aboriginal Japanese breeds 
protected by the Nihon Ken Hozonkai (Association for 
the Preservation of the Japanese Dog). The other 
breeds in this group are the fully registered Akita and 
Shiba Inu and the FSS Kishu Ken, Shikoku, and Hok-
kaido. Each of these breeds developed in separate pre-

fectures in Japan and each has particular characteristics based on the needs of the 
local people. 

A medium sized dog, the Kai Ken is always brindled, sometimes over the whole body 
and sometimes with a minor amount of striping. Puppies are generally born solid 
color; brindling develops as they age and helped camouflage the dogs in the moun-
tainous Japanese terrain where they hunted a variety of game. This hunting instinct 
survives today as prey drive that can motivate the Kai to chase other animals. 

Physically, the Kai ranges from 15.5-19.5 inches tall and weighs from 20-40 pounds. 
It has the typical curled tail, upright ears, and double coat of the other Japanese 
spitz breeds.  

The Kai is an excellent swimmer and climber and has been known to cross rivers 
and climb trees in pursuit of prey.  By temperament, the Kai is less aloof and stub-
born than the other Nihon Ken dogs. The Kai is more willing to please, is affection-
ate with its family, and is a devoted guardian.  An independent thinker, the breed is 
highly intelligent and learns quickly, qualities that bode well for performance dogs. 

The Kai has been approved to compete in AKC companion events as a member of the 
FSS. Advancement to the Miscellaneous Group is the last step before full AKC recog-
nition and the approval to compete in all-breed shows.  

For more information, see the website of the Kai Ken Society of America at 
www.kaisociety.org. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
 
 

DDTC is open and following AKC guidelines for COVID-19 
General Practices for Clubs & Exhibitors as well as state,  
local, and facility guidelines that apply to our location. 

 

 
General Membership Meeting 

November 12 
 

 
Winter 2022 Classes 

Registrations for the Winter session begin November 8, 2021.  
 

Winter Session classes begin the week of January 3.   
Most Scent Work classes begin the week of January 10. 

 

 
DDTC Events and Building Rentals 

Sandra Ladwig seminar, November 6-7 (rings 1-2) 
Clermont County KC agility trials, November 27-28 (set-up Nov. 26) 

Sandra Ladwig seminar, December 4-5 (rings 1-2) 
Greenville CPE agility trials, December 18-19 (set-up Dec. 17) 

 

 
Agility Run-Thrus 

Check the calendar or DDTC groups.io for latest information. 
 

 
Board Meetings 

Generally the third Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
Building Cleaning 

Thursdays; no equipment set-up for practice 

 
Watch groups.io and our website for schedule updates. 
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Pet or Competition 
By Jill Morstad 

Reprinted by permission from the American Belgian  
Tervuren Club’s magazine Tervuren News Tales 

 
Earlier this spring I was talking to another trainer who lives in the 
Chicago area, a fellow who doesn’t compete with his dogs but does call 
himself a professional dog trainer.  He gets defensive on the topic of 
competition training, and it usually goes something like this: 

“The dogs I'm training go back into their pet homes, not obedience 
competition homes.  When training for competition, we must get 
compliance  and precision on a single command.  So for competition I 
train for that.  But for the pet dog, those owners want willing attitude 

and reliability.  Neither they nor their dog is counting the number of times we say a 
word to them.”  Hmmm. 

I confess, I'm with Ian Dunbar on this one.  Recently, he suggested that  the dichotomy 
between 'pet' and 'competition' was invented in the 1980s, that it is a false dichotomy, 
and that it results in a lowering of the bar for pet owners and their dogs...who might 
actually need MORE training, more precision and more reliable responses than 
competition trainers do.  Why should pet owners have to settle for anything less? 

Truth is, it is just as easy to teach a dog to sit on the first command as it is to sit on the 
99th, if only because it's not the dog we're training.  I'm one of those knuckle-draggers 
who'll correct an owner for chanting commands.  You can keep your riding crop for the 
horses — I'm slapping my palm at owners who nag. 

Owners (being humans and language-users) tend to operate as if they could name a 
posture, and by naming it, inspire the dog to conjure it up.  So they repeat: sit, sit, sit, 
though nothing about the random assembly of the letters s, i and t into the word sit can 
conjure up much of anything for a dog.  Yes, dogs can learn by association, but I meet a 
LOT of dogs who think the behavior that is running in large looping circles in the 
backyard is called COME, because that's what the owner is chanting the entire time the 
dog is running in large loopy circles. 

First, owners want to say language, tone, inflection, etc DOES matter.  Then, when 
they realized they've trained the dog to run in large loopy circles on the word COME (as 
their tone, inflection, volume, etc changes dramatically with each recitation), they want 
to argue that language doesn't matter, since the dog should KNOW what they mean 
because he's 'heard this word before'.  <sigh> 

I figure that anytime we want to influence a dog's behavior, we gotta first look at our 
own to see what we're doing to inspire it in the first place. 

So, maybe it's better to talk about behaviors (sit, down, come, stay, heel) as postures, like 
in yoga.  If you're a new student of yoga, you don't know what Warrior I is (i.e. you don't 
know how to arrange your body so as to form the posture, and remember it as muscle 
memory) and it won't matter how often your yoga instructor chants Warrior I, Warrior I, 
you're not going to be able to 'do' the posture until someone helps you shape your body 
into it.  THEN they can give it a name:  this is called Warrior I. 
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Pet Sympathy 
“Anna Belle” (German Wirehaired Pointer) 
 Rich & Alison Studer 

“Kit” -(Jack Russell Terrier) 
  Diana Roberts 
 

Sunshine 
     Mary Beth Steinke 

     Sue Young 

     Diane Scott 

 

Pet Sympathy / Sunshine Report 
If you have a Pet Sympathy/Sunshine item, please contact Mary Savage 
(cliff414@frontier.com, 937-836-5280). 

 

Ultimately, the yoga instructor teaches you each pose as a muscle memory, and when 
you've learned all the poses she can cue you to assume the pose by naming it. 

Seems to me that's what we're doing — at least in part — when we're training a dog to 
assume these poses for the first time.  Create, THEN name.  Always, there is repetition 
involved, but using language alone won't get the job done.  I would walk out of a yoga 
session where the instructor was shouting meaningless words at me: crocodile, sunflower, 
plank, pigeon — regardless of her tone or inflection.  Dogs, of course, hang in there with us 
and keep trying no matter how incoherent we are. 

With humans, I find that getting them to focus on what they're teaching (what they 
want the dog to do), what the dog is doing (trying, usually), and how to move the two 
closer together WITHOUT words is the hardest thing of all. 
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DDTC Officers  
and Board 

 

 President Corky Andrews  

 Vice-President Rhonda Holzhauer 

 Financial Secretary Sue Morgan 

 Treasurer Sherry Priddy 

 Corresponding Secretary Mike Scott 

 
Board of Directors: 

Linda Bingman   *   Anita Eisthen   *   Caryn Schill   *   Darlene Rak 

 
AKC Delegate Sherri Swabb 

 
Questions? Contact these members. 

 
General club information 
Please call 937-293-5219. 

Agility information 
Contact Rita Drewry at ritadrewry21@roadrunner.com . 

Scent work information 
Contact Darlene Rak at 937-306-2156. 

Obedience and Rally class information 
Contact Corky Andrews at 937-434-3822. 

Tracking information? 
Contact Richard Eppley at trackingdot@daytondogtraining.com. 

  Like Us on Facebook!  https://www.facebook.com/DaytonDogTrainingClub.Ohio  
 

 

Dayton Dog Training Club 
www.daytondogtraining.com 




