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AKC Rally National
Congratulations to the DDTC members
who competed at the AKC Rally National!

Pictured Left to Right
Kneeling: Linda Bingman, Sue Sheftic, Sue Young
Standing: Kate Stephenson, Sherry Shafer, Victor Kaftal, Trish Clute, Lynnette Gandl, Cindy Parrill, Anita Eisthen
Not Pictured: Denise Gordon

Fast CAT, what’s that?
by Tracy Leonard, DVM
No, we are not racing your house cat, we’re running our dogs in AKC Fast CAT to earn titles
based on their speed.
AKC Fast CAT is a timed 100-yard dash event where dogs run one at a time, chasing a lure.
It’s simply wonderful to watch your dog run at top speed, with his ears back, his eyes focused
and an ecstatic expression on his face while he chases a lure known as a bunny but is actually
a white kitchen garbage bag!
Debuting in 2016, Fast CAT is one of the newest AKC performance events, and its popularity
has spread like wildfire. It is open to dogs that are at least 12 months of age and are individually
registered or listed with the AKC. Dogs do not have to be an AKC purebred!
The day of a trial, an inspection committee inspects each dog for lameness and fitness to
compete. Most clubs hold two trials on one day. When it is your turn, you bring your dog to the
start where a huntmaster will help you get ready to “slip” your dog (i.e., let him go).
The lure is attached to a string and is pulled by a machine down the 100-yard chute. The huntmaster is in charge of the start of each dog. Handlers must not slip their dogs until they hear the
“T” in Tally Ho. A timer (electronic or a volunteer with a stopwatch) times the dog’s run, and
the time is then calculated as miles per hour to help determine the points the dog receives.
Each dog also gets a handicap in one of three size categories:
Dogs under 12 inches = 2.0
Dogs 12-18 inches = 1.5
Dogs over 18 inches = 1.0
The points earned equals the mph multiplied by the handicap. For example, a 12-18 inch dog
runs the 100-yard course in 8.60 seconds. His speed is then calculated as 23.78 mph. Since
his handicap is 1.5, the mph is multiplied by 1.5 and he has earned 35.68 points!
Fast CAT titles are earned by accumulating points. The titles that your dog can earn are:
BCAT = 150 Points
DCAT = 500 points
FCAT = 1000 points
(and FCAT followed by a number (e.g. FCAT2) for every additional 500 points with a
higher level title superseding a lower level title.
Want more information about AKC Fast CATs? Go to the AKC Website: https://www.akc.org/
sports/coursing/fast-cat/
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Above:
"Flyer" GCH DC Epic
Select Tri On Da Fly At Tomjo SC
FCAT
Left: Jeff Leonard running the lure
for a Fast CAT

About the author: Tracy Leonard, DVM has been a member of DDTC since 1985. She and
her husband Jeff Leonard, PE have bred and shown Basenjis under the kennel name Select for
more than 30 years. They have been licensed AKC coursing judges for more than 25 years.
Tracy is very proud that she was able to earn a CDX with Scout (Ch Reliant Diamond Jubilee,
CDX, LCM, SC, TT, CGC), her very first Basenji, back in the day. Their Basenji CH Epic Select
Tomjo's Da Undisputed FCAT2, call name Forty Two, ran the fastest Basenji time of 2016, finishing as the top Basenji for the year. He ran 28.49 miles an hour! The following year Flyer
(GCH DC Epic Select Tri On Da Fly At Tomjo SC FCAT) was the top Basenji dog (second overall) with the second fastest time of 28.65! Both Flyer and Forty Two are currently number two
and three lifetime Basenjis in AKC Fast CAT and are co-bred and co-owned with fellow DDTC
member Becky Blansett.
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“How Dogs Use Their Noses” Demo
by Jane Adams
On July 10, 2018 Darlene Rak and I went to the Vandalia Senior Citizen Center to give a
demonstration on “How Dogs Use Their Noses”. The demo was well attended. Originally for 35
seniors, the demo was so popular that there were nearly 50 in attendance according to the
activities director.
Darlene started the program talking about the various types of scent working dogs (Search
and Rescue, Humans Remains Dogs). She talked about the extensive training and annual
re-certification training required for those dogs and their handlers.
Next Darlene talked a little about the canine nose, how it differs from the human nose and how
scent is processed by the canine olfactory center of the brain.
Watson and Storm got the chance to struct their stuff. Darlene went through the steps needed
to train a dog on odor. First the dogs found the hotdogs in the box, next they found the
hotdogs and odor (Birch) in the box, and lastly they found just the odor in the box. Darlene then
set a hide on a table leg amongst the seniors. Both dogs were able to locate this hide, much to
the amazement of the seniors. Oh, did I forget to mention that the seniors were eating a lunch
of lasagna, garlic bread and salad during this demo?!
Watson, the man trailer, got to show off his expertise. A small trail was set up in the activities
center. An article with my scent was presented to Watson and he promptly located me hiding in
a small room off the kitchen.
The seniors had many good questions after the dogs showed off their stuff and all were invited
to come up after the demonstration to meet, pet and photograph the dogs. I have never seen
so many flip phones! Storm gave her signature wave at the end, much to the delight of the
crowd.
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Ohio law gives guidelines
for saving pets in locked vehicles
Provided by Ohio Valley Dog Owners Inc.
& the Clermont County Kennel Club
Summer temperatures bring stories of suffering in the extreme heat that can build up in closed
vehicles, but severe winter cold can also bring danger. Exhibitors at dog shows and trials are
particularly aware of the potential for problems because of the amount of time dogs can spend
in cars, motor homes, and vans.
Ohio law exempts those who forcibly enter a vehicle to save a suffering pet from civil liability if
the rescuer
•

•

•

•
•
•

Determines that the vehicle is
locked or there is otherwise no reasonable method for the animal to
get out.
Has a good faith and reasonable
belief that forcible entry into the
vehicle is necessary because the
animal is in imminent danger of
suffering harm if not immediately
removed from the vehicle;
Makes a good faith effort to contact
local emergency responders before
forcibly entering the vehicle. If prior
contact is not possible, the person
shall make contact as soon as possible after entry.
Makes a good faith effort to notify the vehicle owner with a note on the windshield
giving contact information, the reason for the entry, the location of the animal, and the
fact that the authorities have been notified.
Remains with the animal in a safe location until law enforcement or emergency
responders arrive.
Uses only the forced entry necessary to remove the animal. Excessive damage to the
vehicle opens the person to civil liability.

First responders can help animals
Ohio law also allows paramedics and EMTs responding to a fire or a police or medical emergency
involving human victims to treat a suffering animal prior to transport to a veterinarian by
•
•
•
•
•
•

Opening and manually maintaining an airway and administering oxygen;
Managing ventilation by mask;
Controlling hemorrhage with direct pressure;
Immobilizing fractures;
Bandaging;
Administering naloxone hydrochloride (Narcan) under established protocols

See ORC 959.133 for rescuer exemption and ORC 4765.52 for first responder law.
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Brags and Accomplishments
Congratulations to all members who have achieved titles
and other milestones with their dogs.
Send brags to clublicity@daytondogtraining.com.
Don’t forget to include your name, dog’s call name and
registered name if applicable, along with the title or
honor achieved.

Jane Adams and Sunny
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Jane Adams wrote: I entered my seven-monthold Samoyed puppy Sunny in her first obedience
trial at the DDTC Obedience and Rally trial on
July 13-15, 2018. We had no expectations of
qualifying. Sunny has only taken two classes
(Puppy and Intermediate). On Friday Sunny was
not clear what she was supposed to do and
had very slow sits and some poor fronts. She
qualified with a score of 72 under Judge Richard
Strong. On Saturday my smart little pup had
figured out the game, though she wondered why
that nice lady in the ring with us didn’t come to
see her. She earned a score of 93 from Judge
Pat Strong! What a comeback, eh? On Sunday
Sunny, having figured out the game the day
before, in true Samoyed fashion,
decided to embellish her run with
leash grabbing, pants nipping, and
bouncies. We earned a very, very,
very generous 92 from Judge Fred
Buroff to finish her Rally Novice title.
Sunny is the second youngest
Samoyed to earn this title. The
youngest was her granddaddy Rico
at six and a half months. Thanks
to everyone who cheered us on
and a very special thanks to Diane
Scott for reminding me smile,
have fun, and remember Sunny
was only a baby.
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Linda Bingman and her Golden Retriever
Payton earned two new AKC scent work titles,
Novice Containers and Novice Interiors, on July 15
at Greater Toledo Obedience Training Club in
Holland, Ohio. This is the first ever scent work titles
for either of them. He qualified in every one of his
novice runs.
Sara Eppley and her Shetland Sheepdog Ty
(Pinelands-Amati Glad Tydings) earned their
Novice Obedience title with three legs in three
shows at the DDTC trials in January and July.

Linda Bingman and Payton

From Sherry Shafer: Dakota and I competed in
the AKC Rally National Championship in the RAE
class: 2 Excellent and 2 Advanced runs. My little
peanut did me so very, very proud. He finished
with a score of 370 out of a possible 400 and
finished 61st out of 132 who qualified. He handled
the trip, the hotel and the Roberts Centre in
Wilmington, Ohio, like a pro.

From Kate Stephenson: My Belgian Tervuren
Aslan (Genesis Chronicles of Narnia CD PCD
BN RAE NA NAJ) competed at the AKC Rally
National in the RAE class (two runs in Excellent
and two in Advanced). The hardest part for me
was that we had to walk all four courses back to
back to back to back and then run the courses
later. I cost us quite a few points because
my nerves seriously affected my memory, and
I'm sure my anxiety did not help Aslan, who was
very distracted. There were 149 dogs entered in
the RAE class; I'm not sure how many actually
competed, but 132 qualified. Aslan finished 55th
with 373 out of 400 possible points. My goal was
to qualify in each run and not finish last—I’m very
proud of Aslan for exceeding my expectations!
Linda Yeakle wrote: On July 15 my Doberman
Bodie earned his CD at the DDTC trials!
Thanks to his fan club for helping me and him to
get there!

Linda Yeakle and Bodie
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Heartworm disease is on the rise
Heartworm disease is one of the afflictions that we think of as settled: we test, get negative
results, and select from the many defensive products to give our dogs.
However, in spite of general acceptance of this protocol, heartworm disease in both dogs and
cats has risen since 2001 and now is endemic at least regionally in every state but Alaska.
In 2001, heavy infestations were confined mostly to the lower Mississippi River Valley
and coastal states in the southeastern US; by 2016, the parasitic disease had expanded with
moderate to heavy infestations throughout the Mississippi and Ohio River valleys and inland
from the Atlantic coast.1 Reports from west of the Mississippi have increased as well, especially
in the southwestern border states and along the Pacific Coast.
Heartworm disease is caused by Dirofilaria immitis a parasitic worm that spends its early life
in larval form known as microfilaria in several species of mosquitos. Because it is neither a
virus nor a bacterial infection and the worms are not excreted in the feces, heartworm is not
transmitted directly from dog to dog but is transferred to a canine host through mosquito bites.
Ingestion of the mosquito blood meal works two ways: it delivers the tiny microfilaria to the dog
and collects microfilaria from an infected animal to pass along to the next bite victim. Once
inside the host, the larvae mature into adult worms and travel to the heart, lungs, and nearby
blood vessels where they can cause potentially fatal damage. Adult heartworms are a foot long
and can breed and reproduce in the targeted animal.
Host animals include coyotes, foxes, wolves, cats, ferrets and other mammal species as well as
dogs. The spread of coyotes into populated areas, the interstate and international transport of
shelter and street dogs already infected with heartworm, and the increase in travel with pets
have undoubtedly contributed to the spread of the disease.
The best defense against heartworm is a good offense, and because there is no vaccine to
inoculate against the parasite, that good offense is prevention. Preventive medications are
available by veterinary prescription as chewable pills and topical medications for owners to give
their dogs and by injections given by the veterinarian. Some of the products also prevent other
types of parasites, making it advisable for the veterinarian and the dog owner to determine
which is best for a particular dog. However, while these preventives are highly effective, they are
not perfect, and because early symptoms of heartworm disease are seldom noticed until the
infestation is advanced, the American Heartworm Society2 recommends annual testing for
the presence of heartworm proteins in the dog’s blood as a precaution.

Notes
•
•

American Heartworm Society heartworm incident maps, https://tinyurl.com/y93qumts
Recommendations of the American Heartworm Society, https://tinyurl.com/y86povot.

Things owners can do to reduce pet exposure to mosquitos and heartworm
•
•

Get rid of standing water; check gutters, fill in holes, dump excess water from plant
saucers, etc..
Add a bubbler to the bird bath
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•
•
•
•
•

Check outdoor water buckets and change water daily.
Mow grass and cut weeds to eliminate places where water can pool.
Treat pools and ornamental ponds with Bacillus thuringiensis, a bacterium that kills
mosquito larva and is harmless to people and animals.
Keep dogs inside at dusk when mosquitos are most active.
Use an insect shield jacket on your dog when hiking or camping.
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Odds and ends
Scoring the new obedience exercises
Don’t forget, AKC has videos to illustrate how judges will score the new Novice and
Open obedience exercises that went into effect May 1, 2018. Link is https://tinyurl.com/
y8vhx8bc.
_____________________________________________________________

NestlePurina donates $227,442 to the AKC Canine Health Foundation
NestlePurina PetCare Company recently gave $227,442 to the AKC Canine Health
Foundation through the Purina Parent Club Partnership Program. The PPCP Program enables
Purina Pro Club members to designate a breed of dog and earn points by purchasing qualifying
Purina pet foods. Each $100 in points earns $10 towards the donation that PPCP splits the
between the designated parent clubs and CHF for research studies of interest to their club.
Parent clubs can use their portion of the donation for education programs and rescue initiatives.
Since it began in 2002, the PPCP Program has raised more than $7 million for canine health
research. NestlePurina also supports CHF as a corporate partner and sponsors CHFs biennial
National Parent Club Canine Health Conference.
_____________________________________________________________

AKC matches 2018 hemangiosarcoma research donations up to $250,000
Hemangiosarcoma is an aggressive and common cancer in dogs that can develop in
any tissue or organ but most commonly occurs in the spleen, the heart, and the skin. Its cause
is unknown, but some breeds (Golden Retriever, Portuguese Water Dog, Boxer, German Shepherd Dog) are considered to be high-risk, which suggests that heritable traits may contribute to
the disease.
Hemangiosarcoma is often called the “silent killer” because the tumors are often not detected
until the later stages of the disease, and even dogs harboring large tumors may show no clinical
signs or evidence that they have a life threatening disease. Cutaneous masses (affecting the
skin) are often treatable by removal, but tumors affecting internal organs generally have a poor
prognosis and are almost always incurable.
Because treatments have not improved the overall survival times for dogs with this disease,
CHF is attempting to gain a better understanding of the biology and progression of this disease
with the goal to design new and effective approaches to treatment.
For more information, go to:
http://www.akcchf.org/educational-resources/library/articles/hemangiosarcoma.html.
AKC also has additional grant matches for 2018 at:
http://www.akcchf.org/how-to-help/2018-research-initiatives.html.
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Upcoming DDTC Events
2018 Late Fall Class Session

http://www.daytondogtraining.com/classes.html
Obedience Classes Begin October 15
Thursday night classes begin October 11
Agility Classes Begin October 15
Conformation Classes Begin October 16
Rally Classes Begin October 17

Pre-Trial C-Match
Thursday, October 18

2018 Obedience & Rally Trial Dates
October 19, 20, and 21

2018 Agility Trial Dates
October 26, 27 and 28

Sandra Ladwig Seminar
November 3-4, 2018
Contact Marcia Richey (marcia1118@aol.com)

General Membership Meeting
October 9, 7:30 p.m.

Board Meetings
Generally the third Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.

Agility Run-Thrus
Cost is $5 for two runs.
Registration begins at 6:30 p.m. with first run at 7:00 p.m.
Watch the website for upcoming dates.
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DDTC Officers and Board of Directors
President: Mary Beth Steinke
Vice President: Norma Bennett Woolf
Treasurer: Rhonda Holzhauer
Corresponding Secretary: Beth Erisman-Thomas
Financial Secretary: Anita Eisthen
Board: Darlene Rak, Mike Scott, Kim Buchhalter, Cheryl Schiml
AKC Delegate: Barbara Mann

Clublicity Submissions
Deadlines: The first day of each oddnumbered month (January, March,
May, July, September, and November).
Send all articles and brags to:
clublicity@daytondogtraining.com

How Members Can Join DDTC Yahoo Group
by Sue Peterson
Send an email to ddtc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com Include your name, Yahoo ID, email
address, and date you joined the club in the request. This is the best way to be added to
the list. My sending you invites to join does not always work. It’s a Yahoo thing.

Like Us on Facebook! https://www.facebook.com/DaytonDogTrainingClub.Ohio

Dayton Dog Training Club
www.daytondogtraining.com

